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sure of any definite result, more particularly of any definite 1868
political result, that could be obtained by my acceding to
it, I would not hesitate to come to England for the purpose,
and to undertake the labour of preparing something for
the occasion, although to do so would require me to put
aside avocations in which I am now engaged, and which I
expect will fully occupy my time for some months to come,
so that my present plan is not to be in England until the
beginning of March. But I am very distrustful of the good
that can be effected, or at all events, of my own power to
effect much good, by merely social means, or even by
eliciting sympathies, chiefly literary or scientific. Knowing
as I do how many of the slaveholders approved of and
admired my writings, I know how little any practical
political results need necessarily follow from this sort of
approval; and although I am aware that the enthusiasm
produced by oratory is among many, perhaps among the
majority of men, warmer than that felt for any literary
works, still I doubt whether it is more lasting, and I am
quite sure that it is not within my own power to excite so
much of it. Could I within the compass of an after-dinner
speech, carefully calculated to touch upon no points which
could hurt the feelings of any who differ from us most
radically both in principles and in their applications, pro-
duce any appreciable effect in reuniting and stimulating
the Liberal political opinion of Liverpool ? Were you pro-
posing to discuss any especial political topics, for example,
such as the representation of minorities, which I have made
the subject of study, the case might be different, for it might
then be in my power to advance arguments and to put
them in a point of view not usual. But from what you say
I imagine that you think politics should be eschewed, and
even the political aspect of such subjects as education
avoided. Nor am I quite sure whether just at present my
views on personal representation, on the applications of
endowments, on the land laws, on trades-unions, and other
topics partly politico-economical and partly political, might
not be somewhat too startling for those who shrink even
from the disendowment of the Irish Church. . . .which I was standing.
